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Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

If you haven’t already, you first need to create a showbie account.  
https://my.showbie.com/signup



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

To learn  to understand and write using  figurative language to aid imagery.

Bringing the setting to life in your reader’s mind is a vital element of writing. But how 
can we do this effectively?
Read the passage below and see if you can spot how comparisons have been used to 
help the reader create an image in their mind.
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To learn  to understand and write using  figurative language to aid imagery.

Can fire actually touch?

Why is the fire’s 
movement 
compared to a 
squirrel?

What 
does this 
tell you is 
happening 
to the 
fire?

Can fire crawl?

What does 
this tell you 
about the 
way the fire 
had changed 
in the way it 
was moving?

The fire begins by 
crawling, but now it 
is eating – how does 
this change the way 
the reader feels 
about the danger?

What does gnaw 
mean? Why do you 
think the writer 
chose this word?

What does stir mean? How is this 
different to the words used to describe 
the fire by the end of the paragraph?

This writer used a lot 
of figurative language 
to make the reader 
feel like the fire was a 
predator slowly 
waking then ready to 
kill.
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To learn  to understand and write using  figurative language to aid imagery.

Re-read the extract from chapter 1 again.



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

Re-read the extract from chapter 1 again.
Look for examples of figurative language (e.g. a bat is a symbol for evil; unlucky 13; 
personification of the door squealing; metaphor of the moon’s silver path; how
the temperature and darkness affect the mood.

To learn to understand and write using figurative language to aid imagery

What effect does figurative language 
have on the reader? 
Look at these examples and explain 
how each one makes you feel.



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

Write a sentence for each 
type of figurative language 
about this picture.

Use an object to represent a bad omen or sign

Exaggeration of ideas

Words all start with the same letter

Comparing something to something familiar

Giving an object human features

A word which sounds like what it means 'crash', 'bang'

Words that seem to contradict each other: a cruel kindness. The walking dead.
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Write a descriptive paragraph about this picture using the figurative sentences 
you created to help include elements of figurative language to aid imagery.

To learn to understand and write using figurative language to aid imagery
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LI: To plan a tense, atmospheric narrative.

You are going to plan a nightmare sequence of your own. In order to it thrilling for the 
reader you will need to use the figurative techniques you practised yesterday. Look back 
at some of the descriptive sentences you wrote to remind yourself how to build 
atmosphere.
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Look at these images of a forest. How 
do they make you feel?
What reactions would you have (show 
not tell)?

How would you walk through here? What 
synonym would you use? Sauntered? 
Wandered? Tramped? 
What would you hear? Birds chirruping? 
Leaves crunching?
What would you smell? Damp leaves? Fresh, 
moist soil?
How would you show how you felt? Swinging 
my arms? Kicking at the stones? 
Absentmindedly picking at the leaves?
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What about these images? How do they make 
you feel? Is it different from the last two 
images? How?

How would you walk through here? What 
synonym would you use? Scuttled? Faltered? 
Crept? Shuffled?
What would you hear? Creaking of branches? 
Whistling of the wind?
What would you smell? Strong scent of pine? 
Dead leaves and moss?
How would you show how you felt? Slowing 
down my pace? Peering up at the looming 
trees? Cautiously approaching the gnarled tree 
stump? Beginning to sweat?
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Now look at these images of a forest. 
How do they make you feel? How have 
your feelings changed from the first 2 
pictures?

How would you walk through here? What 
synonym would you use? Raced? Fled? 
Scurried? Belted?
What would you hear? Cackling laughter? 
Branches snapping as someone followed ? 
Howling wind? Whispers?
What would you smell? Stench of something 
putrid? The sweat of an unseen figure in the 
shadows?
How would you show how you felt? Heart 
hammering in my chest? Fear crawling up my 
spine? Unable to speak as if a hand was 
clenched round my throat? 
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This is how you are going to plan your 
nightmare.
You can set your nightmare anywhere. 
You may use the forest if you cannot 
think of a different setting.

This is a model of how your plan could 
look.

Tossing and turning. Can’t sleep. 
Finally drift off. Dream I have left my 
house and wandered far away.

Find myself in a green meadow full 
of flowers. It’s quiet, tranquil. I 
wander around happily taking in 
the scent of the flowers.

Meadow is on the edge of a forest. I 
venture in, gazing up at the trees 
looming overhead. Birds singing. 
Smell of fresh earth and wet leaves.

Further down the path, forest grows 
darker. Deafening silence and ominous 
silhouettes all around. Creaking 
branches and whispers.

Ahead is a gnarled, twisted tree stump. 
I edge closer. Voices urge me to go 
nearer. Black, wizened fingers reach 
out from the stump and grab my wrist!

I wake up screaming, sweating, 
shaking with fear. I check my wrist –
it looks red but ok. I get out of bed. 
My feet are covered in mud... 
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Now plan your own nightmare 
sequence.
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LI: To plan a nightmare sequence for older children using figurative language.

What response you would like from the audience – would you like them to be gripped, 
intrigued, interested, mystified ?
How you would like the reader to feel as they read the nightmare sequence: tense, 
scared, uncertain, gripped, terrified, shocked?

What have we learned so far and are there any other grammatical or language features you 
think will be effective? 
e.g. short, snappy sentences to build tension, symbolism to make the reader feel anxious 
etc. 
What will your ideas actually look like in the text? 
What vocabulary will you use? 
What examples of figurative language would you like to include? 
What rhetorical
questions might the character ask themselves? 
You can look for ideas in your previous work (last week’s nightmare of Fliss), lists of 
vocabulary, Figurative language from Monday and in thesauruses etc.
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LI: To plan a nightmare sequence for older children using figurative language.

Ideas of words, sentences and phrases 
that they would like to include in your 
work.

What will build the suspense? 
Order of text? Type of language 

Who are you writing for? What 
will they want to feel? What 
age?

Task 1: Fill in the chart above so you know what you want to achieve when you begin to write.
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LI: To plan a nightmare sequence for older children using figurative language.

Task 2: Create a vocabulary bank ready to write tomorrow. Use a thesaurus (there are plenty online) 
to help you. I have given you some to start your lists. Add at least 4 more to each.

Adverbial openers
Curiously

Cautiously
Suddenly

Subordinate conjunctive openers
While
Before

Although

Powerful verbs
bounded

leapt
froze

strolled

Conjunctions to join sentences
yet

;however
as soon as
as well as

Adjectives
exquisite

vast
looming
gnarled
wizened

Verb openers
Wandering

Hoping
Trembling
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LI: To write a nightmare sequence for older children using figurative language.

Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again. It seemed to me I stood by the iron gate leading to the 

drive, and for a while I could not enter, for the way was barred to me. There was a padlock and a 

chain upon the gate. I called in my dream to the lodge-keeper, and had no answer, and peering 

closer through the rusted spokes of the gate I saw that the lodge was uninhabited.

No smoke came from the chimney, and the little lattice windows gaped forlorn. Then, like all 

dreamers, I was possessed of a sudden with supernatural powers and passed like a spirit through 

the barrier before me. The drive wound away in front of me, twisting and turning as it had always 

done, but as I advanced I was aware that a change had come upon it; it was narrow and unkempt, 

not the drive that we had known. At first I was puzzled and did not understand, and it was only when 

I bent my head to avoid the low swinging branch of a tree that I realised what had happened. Nature 

had come into her own again and, little by little, in her stealthy, insidious way had encroached upon 

the drive with long tenacious fingers. The woods, always a menace even in the past, had triumphed 

in the end. They crowded, dark and uncontrolled, to the borders of the drive. The beeches with 

white, naked limbs leant close to one another, their branches intermingled in a strange embrace, 

making a vault above my head like the archway of a church. And there were other trees as well, 

trees that I did not recognise, squat oaks and tortured elms that straggled cheek by jowl with the 

beeches, and had thrust themselves out of the quiet earth, along with monster shrubs and plants, 

none of which I remembered.

This is the opening to a very famous book called ‘Rebecca’ by Daphne Du Maurier. 

Can you identify how the author has used figurative language? How does it make 
you feel?
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LI: To write a nightmare sequence for older children using figurative language.

Today you are going to write your own nightmare that you have planned this 

week. You will need to write no less than 1 page of A4 and no more than 2 

pages!

The important thing is to choose the best language you can to draw your 

reader in. 

•Use short sentences to build tension.

•Use rhetorical questions to show you are confused.

•Use show not tell to show fear.

•Use figurative language to describe in a way that makes your surroundings 

grow more sinister.

•Use punctuation to organise and create effect.

•Remember to write in chronological order – follow the plan of events you 

made on Tuesday.

You have lots of resources from your planning – use them. 

Get Writing!
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LI: To write a nightmare sequence for older children using figurative language.

Model (DO NOT COPY!)

It was well past midnight and felt far too hot to sleep. I has tossed and turned for hours and 
thought I would never fall into the comfortable slumber I longed for, yet eventually, my eyelids 
began to droop and I must have nodded off. Next thing I knew I found myself in an emerald-green 
field; a carpet of luscious grass bounced beneath my bare toes; sapphire bluebells decorated the 
floor and their sweet-smelling scent filled my nostrils. 

Ahead was a forest, its floor smothered with soft jade-coloured moss and tall trees, begging 
to be climbed. Venturing forwards, I ambled between the trees, the birds chirruping happily 
above – calling to one another. Their sweet melodies made me smile. However, soon my smile 
began to fade. The further I travelled, the denser the trees became. They loomed above me 
ominously, their long twisted branches reaching out and grasping at my hair as I passed. Twirling 
round, I realised I had wandered away from the path. I was lost. I was alone. Panic swelled in my 
chest like an over-inflated balloon. What could I do? Which way should I turn? It was then I 
realised the woods were now soundless. The silence was deafening. Where were all the birds?

Heart hammering in my chest, I began to sprint back in the direction I thought I had come 
from. Racing on, not caring about the jagged stones cutting into my bare feet or the slippery 
leaves covered in mud, or even the sharp twigs scratching my face, I made my way onwards, 
determined to find my meadow again. 

All of a sudden I was stopped in my tracks. A dark silhouette blocked my path. Edging closer, 
shaking with fear and adrenaline, I recognised the outline of a wizened old tree stump. Something 
about it sent a chill crawling down my spine. The wind seemed to whisper “Go Closer...”
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Read through your work from yesterday and use 
the check list to see how well you have used 
these features. 
Now you are going to edit and improve your by 
looking at which things you felt needed 
improving .

Remember to make very specific choices for 
vocabulary – up-level any boring words like 
looked or walked.

Make sure you have used lots of different 
openers from your list.

Did you ask yourself rhetorical questions when 
lost or scared?

Have you used ! ... or – to create effect on the 
reader?

LI: To evaluate my writing: proof reading, 
editing and making improvements where 
necessary.
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LI: To evaluate my writing: proof 
reading, editing and making 
improvements where necessary.

SURPRISES editing method.
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LI: To evaluate my writing: proof reading, 
editing and making improvements where 
necessary.

Now use the checklist again –
do you feel you have 
improved your writing? Is it 
the best it can be?
MOST IMPORTANTLY will it 
scare your audience????


