
   

Weekly English 



   

Monday 29th June 2020  

Steps	to	Success:	
•  past	tense	
•  Consistent	use		of	1st	or	3rd	person	
•  powerful	adjec7ves	&	expanded	noun	phrases	
•  use	of	brackets	and	dashes	for	parenthesis	(addi7onal	details	about	the	subject	of	the	

sentence)		
•  powerful	verbs	and	adverbial	phrases	to	give	details	about	the	main	characters		
•  similes	and/or	metaphors	to	extend	descrip7on	
•  variety	of	sentence	lengths	
	



   

LI:	To	use	expanded	noun	phrases.	

hHps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zwwp8mn/ar7cles/z3nfw6f	
	

Click	on	the	link	below,	watch	the	video	and	complete	the	
online	ac7vi7es.	



   

LI:	To	write	the	first	part	of	an	alterna7ve	ending.		

	
In	my	plan,	I	think	that	I	will	write	about	the	first	four	pictures	as	the	build	up	
in	the	beginning	part	of	my	alterna7ve	ending.		
I	will	use	the	next	two	pictures	as	the	build	up	of	the	middle	sec7on	and	
leave	the	last	two	pictures	for	the	climax	and	resolu7on	to	my	alterna7ve	
ending.		
How	will	you	divide	up	your	story?	

Take	a	look	at	the	planning	you	created	last	Tuesday.		



   

Make	a	list	of	the	steps	to	success	that	you	need	to	include	
in	this	piece	of	wri5ng,	then	write	the	beginning	of	your	
alterna5ve	ending.	
	
This	is	my	version:	

Fran7cally,	I	thrashed	my	arms	and	legs	in	an	effort	to	keep	my	head	above	the	
crashing	waves.	My	heart	hammered	in	my	heaving	chest.	SpluHering	from	the	salty	
water	I’d	gulped	as	I	came	up	for	air,	it	dawned	on	me	with	as	a	sickening	realisa7on	
that	no	one	knew	where	I	was.	No	one.	The	Peggy	Sue	had	already	been	pushed	far	
away	from	me,	by	the	rough	waters.	Who	could	help	me?	
In	the	distance,	I	heard	a	pi7ful	whine	–Stella!	Where	was	she?	I	determined	to	calm	
my	racing	heart	and	think	logically.	I	must	tread	water	as	I’d	been	taught,	not	flap	
my	limbs	around	–was7ng	energy	and	aHrac7ng	sharks.	Shuddering	at	that	thought,	
I	consciously	slowed	my	movements	and	controlled	my	breathing.	Stella.	She	was	
my	priority.	Steadily	focusing	my	hearing,	I	picked	up	a	faint	yelp.	Slowly,	I	swam	
towards	the	sound.	
Huge	waves	tossed	me	upwards	and	as	I	crested	the	wave,	I	saw	Stella	paddling	
away	from	me.	Plunged	downwards	in	a	trough	and	I	was	separated	from	her	again.	
When	the	next	wave	liZed	me,	I	could	no	longer	see	her.	I	swam	faster	-with	
growing	trepida7on-	trying	not	to	think	the	worse.	Lightening	illuminated	the	sky	
and	I	saw	Stella	as	a	dot	on	the	horizon.	I	saw	her	head	bob	up	and	down.	Every	
7me	it	disappeared	beneath	the	waves,	my	heart	stopped	bea7ng.	Then	she	would	
reappear	and	I’d	breathe	again.	



   

  
Suddenly,	Stella	was	walking	up	a	beach!	I	saw	her	shake	her	sodden	fur	and	trot	away	
from	the	water’s	edge.	I	lost	sight	of	her	as	another	wave	swallowed	me.	Determined,	I	
fought	my	way	up	un7l	my	head	was	above	the	water.	I	struck	out	for	the	beach	
desperate	to	join	Stella.	
Joy	flooded	my	being	as	I	felt	sand	beneath	my	aching	legs.	I	staggered	towards	my	
beau7ful	dog	and	collapsed	in	a	heap	beside	her	as	she	snuggled	into	my	arms.	I	slept.	



   

✓	
✓	
✓	

✓	
✓	

✓	

✓	✗	

I	have	met	all	my	steps	to	success,	accept	for	my	use	of	
brackets	for	parenthesis	and	similes.		
I	will	need	to	make	sure	I	include	these	tomorrow.		

✗	

Did	you	spot	where	I’d	also	included	an	‘ly’	opener?	
What	about	‘ed’	and	‘ing’	openers?	



   

Plenary:	
	
Read	through	the	beginning	of	your	alterna7ve	ending.	
	
Have	you	included	all	the	informa7on	you	wanted	to?	
Does	it	make	good	sense?	
Will	it	engage	your	readers?	
	
Which	adverbial	phrases	did	you	include?	(7me,	place,	manner)	
	
	

Fran7cally,		

Shuddering,	

Determined,		

‘ly’	opener	
	
‘ing’	opener	
	
‘ed’	opener	



   

Tuesday 30th June 2020  
Steps	to	Success:	
•  past	tense	
•  Consistent	use		of	1st	or	3rd	person	
•  powerful	adjec7ves	&	expanded	noun	phrases	
•  use	of	brackets	and	dashes	for	parenthesis	(addi7onal	details	about	the	

subject	of	the	sentence)		
•  powerful	verbs	and	adverbial	phrases	to	give	details	about	the	main	

characters		
•  similes	and/or	metaphors	to	extend	descrip7on	
•  variety	of	sentence	lengths	



   

Rewrite	this	short	paragraph	and	add	addi7onal	adjec7ves	to	crea7ve	
expanded	noun	phrases	to	increase	the	quality	of	this	wri7ng.	

LI:	To	use	expanded	noun	phrases.	



   

Example	answer:	



   

  
Now	it	is	7me	to	write	the	middle	sec7on,	where	you	
con7nue	the	build	up	sec7on.		
	
I’m	going	to	write	about	how	Michael	found	water,	food	
and	lit	a	fire.	This	will	be	quite	a	long	sec7on.		
	
I	need	to	make	sure	I	add	further	wri5ng	features	from	
nest	steps	to	success	and	especially	work	in	an	
opportunity	to	use	brackets	to	show	parenthesis	and	a	
simile,	as	I	didn’t	do	that	in	my	first	part.		

LI:	To	write	the	second	part	of	an	alterna7ve	ending.	
	
Re-read	your	first	piece	of	wri5ng	so	that	you	know	
exactly	where	to	pick	up	the	story.		



   

I	don’t	know	how	long	I	was	asleep	for.	The	sun	was	up	and	
shining	brightly	in	a	deep,	blue	sky,	warm	and	resbul.	Not	a	
cloud	to	be	seen.	Tiny	waves	played	chase	along	the	
shoreline.	Stella	bounced	over	to	me	and	playfully	licked	my	
salty	face	and	I	laughed	as	I	gently	pushed	her	away.		
Safe.		

Thirsty!		
We	needed	water.	My	eyes	followed	Stella	who	raced	up	the	beach	and	plunged	
into	the	trees	that	covered	the	island.	I	began	to	chase	her	when	she	reappeared	
through	the	undergrowth	with	a	dripping,	wet	muzzle.	She’d	found	water!	“Clever,	
girl	Stella!”	I	called.	As	I	pushed	my	way	through	the	dense	trees,	I	almost	fell	into	a	
freshwater	creek.	Lapping	the	water	like	Stella,	I	knelt	by	the	bank	and	drank	my	fill	
of	sweet	water.	‘What’s	next,’	I	thought.	

As	if	reading	my	mind,	Stella	ran	off	along	a	narrow,	animal	trail	that	climbed	up	a	small	hill.	
We	emerged	from	the	trees	to	an	open	area	at	its	summit.	The	ocean	lay	below	us,	a	cool	
ring	of	perfect	blue.	The	sun	beat	down	on	our	heads	like	fire.		
Like	fire.	Fire?	That	was	it!	We	needed	to	build	a	beacon	for	mum	and	dad	to	see	us.		
I	began	to	gather	dried	twigs	and	broken	branches	from	the	trees	and	dragged	them	up	the	
hill.	Stella	thought	it	was	a	game	and	kept	running	off	with	them	in	her	mouth.	However,	
eventually,	I	had	collected	a	massive	pile	of	bits	of	wood,	and	heaped	it	in	the	centre	of	the	
clearing.	I	remembered	reading	about	how	Stone	Age	people	made	fire	(by	rubbing	two	
s7cks	together)	so	I	selected	a	flafsh	pieces	of	wood	and	a	long	thin	s7ck	with	only	a	few	
knots.	I	began	to	twist	the	s7ck	with	my	palm	so	it	span	against	the	other	strip	of	



   

wood.	It	was	hard	work,	but	I	didn’t	give	up.	Twice	the	
spinning	s7ck	snapped	and	I	had	to	select	a	new	one,	but	aZer	
an	hour	of	struggling,	a	7ny	wisp	of	smoke	driZed	up	from	
where	the	s7cks	met.	I	added	a	liHle	dried	grass	and	con7nued	
with	hope	rising	in	my	heart.	A	flame	flickered	and	caught	the	
grass	alight.	I	whooped	with	delight	and	fist	pumped	the	air.	
With	great	care,	I	laid	the	smouldering	wood	in	a	draught	free	
gap	on	the	beacon	and	stood	back	to	watch	it	grow.	Soon,	the	
beacon	was	ablaze.		Stella	and	I	were	forced	to	step	away	from	
the	intense	heat.	AZer	gazing	at	the	fire	for	a	while,	we	made	
our	way	back	along	the	path	and	out	onto	the	beach	to	wait.	

By	now,	the	sun	was	at	its	zenith	and	we	were	forced	to	shelter	in	the	shade	of	the	palm	
trees.	My	stomach	rumbled.	
At	that	exact	moment,	something	crashed	into	the	sand	next	to	me.	Shocked,	I	leapt	up,	
ready	to	run,	when	I	no7ced	it	was	only	a	coconut	fallen	from	the	trees.	The	rough	outer	
casing	had	cracked,	revealing	the	brown	nut	at	the	centre.	A	giZ	from	heaven?	Whatever,	I	
was	hungry!	Scanning	the	shoreline,	I	spied	a	jagged	rock.	Perfect.	I	smashed	the	coconut	
onto	the	sharp	blades	of	rock	and	broke	it	in	two.	Stella	sniffed	with	interest,	but	quickly	
dismissed	the	open	shell	and	wandered	off	to	fish	in	the	creek	we’d	found	earlier.	I’ve	never	
tasted	anything	so	delighbul	as	that	coconut	was!	



   

Can	you	find	where	I	included	brackets	and	a	simile?	
	

✓	
✓	

✓	

✓	✓	

✓	

✓	✓	
✓	

The	sun	beat	down	on	our	heads	like	fire.		

simile	

I	remembered	reading	about	how	Stone	Age	people	made	fire	(by	rubbing	two	s7cks	
together)	so	I	selected	a	flafsh	pieces	of	wood	and	a	long	thin	s7ck	with	only	a	few	
knots.	

brackets	



   

  

Plenary:	
	
Read	through	the	middle	of	your	alterna7ve	ending.	
	
Have	you	included	all	the	informa7on	you	wanted	to?	
Does	it	make	good	sense?	
Will	it	engage	your	readers?	
	
Have	you	used	a	range	of	different	length	and	style	
sentences?	



   

Wednesday 1st July 2020  
Steps	to	Success:	
•  past	tense	
•  Consistent	use		of	1st	or	3rd	person	
•  powerful	adjec7ves	&	expanded	noun	phrases	
•  use	of	brackets	and	dashes	for	parenthesis	(addi7onal	details	about	the	

subject	of	the	sentence)		
•  powerful	verbs	and	adverbial	phrases	to	give	details	about	the	main	

characters		
•  similes	and/or	metaphors	to	extend	descrip7on	
•  variety	of	sentence	lengths	



   

LI:	To	select	powerful	verbs	to	add	specific	details	to	a	
story	without	using	addi7onal	vocabulary.		

Some7mes,	you	don’t	need	to	add	lots	of	extra	words	to	
build	more	detailed	descrip7ons.	You	can	just	select	
words	which	are	much	more	powerful.	

In	this	descrip7on,	list	the	powerful	verbs.		



   

  

shot	 flapped	

roared	

speared	

clasped	

My	favourite	verbs	are	speared	and	clasped.	

When	you	write,	select	the	most	descrip7ve	verb	
to	describe	the	important	ac7on	you	are	retelling.	



   

  

Today,	we	are	wri7ng	our	final	part	of	the	story.	
	
I’m	going	to	keep	this	part	of	mine	quite	short.		
I’ve	decided	that	I	will	achieve	this	by	having	Michael	fall	
asleep	and	dream	he	is	being	rescued	and	then	wake	up	
to	find	it	is	real!		

LI:	To	write	the	final	part	of	an	alterna7ve	ending.	
	
Re-read	your	earlier	pieces	of	wri5ng	so	that	you	know	
exactly	where	to	pick	up	the	story.		

I	laid	back	on	the	warm	sand	and	soon	fell	asleep	again.	I	dreamed	the	Peggy	Sue	had	
returned	and	mum	and	dad	had	come	to	rescue	me.	Some	5me	later,	I	was	woken	by	
fran5c	barking	and	loud	voices	shrieking,	“It’s	him!	It’s	really	him!”	
There,	struggling	through	the	waves,	were	my	parents.	Stella	was	crazy	with	delight.		
“We	saw	your	beacon	Michael,”	called	mum,	“or	else	we’d	have	missed	you!”	
		
So	here	I	am.	Recording	all	these	events	in	my	ship’s	log.	How	I	lost	my	family	and	found	
them	again.		



   

  
My	ending	was	much	shorter	than	I’d	originally	planned	it	to	be,	but	as	I	was	
wri7ng	it,	I	felt	the	main	part	of	the	story	had	already	been	wriHen	and	I	
didn’t	want	to	drag	it	out	more	than	was	needed.			
	
It’s	always	important	to	plan	you	work	so	you	know	where	you	are	heading	
with	your	wri7ng,	but	never	stay	with	a	plan	if	you	think	of	something	beHer.	
Some7mes,	the	way	the	story	is	wriHen,	changes	as	you	write	and	get	to	
know	your	characters	more.		

Note:	



   

  



   

  

Plenary:	
	
Read	through	the	climax	and	resolu7on	of	your	alterna7ve	
ending.	
	
Have	you	included	all	the	informa7on	you	wanted	to?	
Does	it	make	good	sense?	
Will	it	engage	your	readers?	
	
Have	you	used	appropriate	descrip7ve	language	to	allow	
your	readers	to	build	a	clear	picture	in	their	minds	of	the	
sefng	and	characters?	



   

Thursday 2nd July 2020  
Steps	to	Success:	
•  past	tense	
•  Consistent	use		of	1st	or	3rd	person	
•  powerful	adjec7ves	&	expanded	noun	phrases	
•  use	of	brackets	and	dashes	for	parenthesis	(addi7onal	details	about	the	

subject	of	the	sentence)		
•  powerful	verbs	and	adverbial	phrases	to	give	details	about	the	main	

characters		
•  similes	and/or	metaphors	to	extend	descrip7on	
•  variety	of	sentence	lengths	



   

LI:	To	use	adverbial	phrases	to	develop	sefng	and	
character	details.	

Time 		Place 		Manner	
Adverbial	phrases	will	add	informa7on	about	the	7me,	the	place	of	the	manner	
of	an	ac7on.	
	
eg:		
She	wandered	along	the	lonely	path	through	the	woods.	(place)	
	
She	wandered	along	the	lonely	path	last	evening.	(7me)	
	
She	wandered	along	the	lonely	path	while	she	sang	to	herself.	(manner)	



   

  

Example	answers:	



   

  

LI:	To	edit	and	improve	my	alterna7ve	story	ending.	

I	moved	my	arms	and	legs	to	keep	my	head	above	the	waves.	My	heart	was	
bea7ng	fast.	I	remembered	that	no	one	knew	where	I	was.	The	boat	had	already	
sailed	away.	Who	could	help	me?	

Fran7cally,	I	thrashed	my	arms	and	legs	in	an	effort	to	keep	my	head	above	the	
crashing	waves.	My	heart	hammered	in	my	heaving	chest.	SpluHering	from	the	
salty	water	I’d	gulped	as	I	came	up	for	air,	it	dawned	on	me	with	as	a	sickening	
realisa7on	that	no	one	knew	where	I	was.	No	one.	The	Peggy	Sue	had	already	
been	pushed	far	away	from	me,	by	the	rough	waters.	Who	could	help	me?	

Became	

What	changes	did	I	make?		
Would	you	have	made	different	changes?	
	
Improve	your	wri7ng	for	punctua7on	and	language	choices.	



   

  

Spelling:	
I	no7ced	that	I’d	used	the	wrong	spelling	for	draught	the	first	7me	I	wrote	this.	I’d	
wriHen	draZ,	which	is	a	correct	spelling	(so	the	spell	checker	didn’t	spot	it)	but	not	
the	correct	spelling	in	this	context.	
	
draught:	a	breeze	that	blows	cool	air	around	
draZ:	the	first	aHempt	at	a	piece	of	wri7ng	or	drawing	
	
This	is	an	example	of	a	homophone.	(sounds	the	same	but	spelt	differently)	
	
Check	your	wri7ng	for	spellings.	Make	sure	any	homophones	are	spelt	correctly.	



   

  

Plenary:	
	
Check	through	the	steps	to	success	one	more	
7me	and	make	sure	you	have	included	all	these	
features.	
	
What	other	features	have	you	included?	
•  Different	adverbial	openers?	
•  Rela5ve	clauses?	
	



   

Friday 3rd July 2020  



   

LI:	To	publish	my	alterna7ve	story	ending.	

hHps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=21qi9ZcQVto	
	

Click	on	the	link	below	to	make	a	mini-	folded	book.	
You	will	need	a	sheet	of	A4	paper	and	some	scissors.	

Using	your	very	best,	joined	handwri7ng,	publish	your	story.		
You	can	add	a	second	book	if	you	need	addi7onal	pages.	
	
It	would	be	lovely	if	you	could	add	some	small	images	to	illustrate	your	
alterna7ve	ending.	



   

  

Plenary:	
	
Now	read	your	story	to	someone	else.	It	could	be	a	
brother	or	sister,	or	your	mum	or	dad.		
	
Try	to	read	it	using	different	voices	for	the	characters	
in	your	story.		
Change	the	volume	and	quality	of	your	voice	as	you	
read	aloud	to	add	expression	for	your	audience.		


