
Henry VIII in 
Greenwich

• We will be exploring (virtually!) how Henry 
VIII and the Tudors shaped Greenwich and the 
surrounding area. There is lots of information 
on the following websites. 

• https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/gre
enwich-and-tudors

• https://www.historic-
uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/The-
Palace-of-Placentia-Greenwich/

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articl
es/2009/03/19/henryviii_greenwich_feature.s
html

https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/greenwich-and-tudors
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/The-Palace-of-Placentia-Greenwich/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articles/2009/03/19/henryviii_greenwich_feature.shtml


So what did he do?
• Henry was born in Greenwich and spent much of his childhood with his mother at Eltham Palace.

• When he became King it is said that the Palace of Placentia was one of his favourites. It wasn’t 
just because it was a beautiful palace – it was also very convenient for Henry. He could easily get 
into London and to his other palaces by boat.

• He spent lots of money on the palace making it more comfortable and more extravagant.

• He introduced deer into what is now Greenwich park. This was not open to the public and was his 
own private hunting ground.

• Early in his reign he was very sporty and loved to joust. Jousting was dangerous and participants 
needed protection. He established an armoury in Greenwich(a place where armour is made) 
Greenwich armour was sought after by the rich people of the kingdom. 

• He was passionate about the Navy. He wanted to be a king other Kings admired and decided to 
build up the Navy. This meant he needed to build more ships so he established two new 
dockyards near by at Deptford and at Woolwich. Greenwich was convenient as it was in the 
middle and he could visit them.

• He thought Greenwich was important so others then started to think Greenwich was important 
and wanted to live here too. 



Would Henry recognise Greenwich now?

Imagine you are Henry VIII and you have travelled forward in time to 
today. What would he recognise about his retreat at Greenwich? 

Make a list of all the things that are similar or the same and the things 
that are different. Here are some things to help get you started.

Park river

deer

Royal palace of Placentia

Greenwich 
Armoury



What would Henry think about the town 
today?

• Your task is to put yourself in Henry’s shoes. You have returned to 
Greenwich and it is 2020. What do you think about it all?

• You are going to write a letter to your last wife telling her all about it!

• As a guide, here is what we think he might say…

What would 
he recognise?

What would he 
think was 
different?



Dearest Catherine,
Can you believe it? I woke up this morning by the Thames in Greenwich and discovered, to 
my horror, that it was the year 2020. Obviously, things were very different but, in some 
ways they were almost the same!

When I first discovered what had happened I was very confused. I was facing the river, it 
looked very familiar. I could see some worn out wooden posts exactly where the old landing 
pier should have been. I would often take a barge from here down to Whitehall. I never 
wanted to stay long in the city as I was terrified of catching the plague.

As luck would have it I could still take a boat (one without oars or sails) and, as if by magic 
(they called it an engine) it took me into London. As I sailed past Deptford, I looked closely 
to see if I could see any battleships being made. Sadly there were none but a very 
knowledgeable man said that Deptford did become a centre of excellence for boat building 
until its decline. He blamed the cars for this (whatever they are!) 

Up river, the Tower of London looked the same but it was full of people. I thought they 
might recognise me so I came back to Greenwich and decided to explore. Sadly, my 
beautiful, ornate and luxurious palace of Placentia had vanished. However, in its place was 
an equally splendid building with stunning views across the River Thames. Imagine my 
delight as I walked through the grounds and stumbled upon the Royal Naval College. I am so 
delighted that one of my real passions seems to be still so important to people in the 
future. 

There is a path in front that commoners can now walk on and enjoy the river views too. 
Never in my day!



Behind the college was a beautiful new building dedicated to the sea. The National 
Martine museum. I had a wander round. People thought I worked there and was an actor 
pretending to be me – they were lucky I didn’t have their heads chopped off! It was 
fascinating! After I died, England carried on with the Navy tradition I established and in 
2020 apparently it is a Navy other nations are jealous of! To think – I started that from 
Deptford and Woolwich!

To the rear of the museum, it was all much more familiar. Almost as if nothing had 
changed! My old hunting ground. Walking round I was very surprised to see it so 
full of people. They were all quite careful to keep about 6ft between them! 
Obviously in my time it was just for me. I loved riding round here chasing the deer 
I introduced. There are still deer here but no one hunts them any more. People sit 
for hours watching them. They are supposed to be related to the herd of deer I 
brought for the park but I am not sure. This lot seems very pampered and just 
lazed around in the sunshine eating. If only I had had my horse! There is now a 
substantial brick wall around the park – I wish I had thought of that! In my day it 
was just a wooden fence patrolled by my guards. 

At the top of the park Blackheath looked very much the same. Fortunately there 
were no highway men or robbers that I could see. There were lots of people 
running around it though. 



I asked one of them whether the armoury was still here. He looked at me blankly. I 
had seen some of my armour in the Museum but apparently they don’t make it any 
more.

Standing on the hill at the top of the park I couldn’t recognise London at all. What was 
the same was the river. It seemed to meander through all the hustle and bustle as 
calmly as ever it did reminding me as to why I always loved Greenwich so much!



Write your own letter from Henry explaining 
what he did and how he changed Greenwich.
Success Criteria

I have written about the things Henry VIII introduced.

I have written about their impact on the country today. 

I have compared the past and now saying what is the same and what is 
different.

Check out purple mash for some more activities!


