
   

Weekly English 



   

Monday 11th May  



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Success Criteria: 
 
• I can discuss my understanding of the 

book. 
• I know what a setting is. 
• I can search the text to spot how the 

setting is described in the book. 

Monday 11th May 2020 

LI: To explore a story setting. 



This week we are starting 
reading… 

We first need to read the 
first 3 chapters. I do not 
mind if you read it 
yourself or have an adult 
read it to you.  I have 
copied them onto the 
next 12 slides. Don’t 
panic as many of the 
pages are full of pictures. 
It will take you about 20-
30 minutes. 

Most of the 
lesson time 
today is taken 
up with 
reading.  



To complete the 
tasks this week 
we will need to 
read some 
chapters from 
this book… 
 
Today chapters 
1,2, and 3. 





























  

Talk through the answers to these questions to show 
you understand what you have read. 

1. What information does the reader find out in the opening line? 

2. How is this information linked to the problem that needs to be solved in the book? 

3. Name the characters that are introduced in the first three chapters. 

4. At what time of day does Max slip out of his garden? 

5. On slide 6, Max considers returning home. What stops him? 

6. What vehicle hits Max? 

7. How does Max feel after he has been hit and what impact does this have once he gets 
home?  



  



  

On slide 6 



  

First Chapters 

What answers did you come up with? 

1. What information does the reader find out in the opening line? 

     The read finds out that Auntie Bessie has been killed. 

2. How is this information linked to the problem that needs to be solved in the book? 

     Auntie Bessie has suffered the fate of many of the hedgehogs trying    
     to cross the road. The problem that needs to be solved in the book is  
     how the hedgehogs can safely cross the road.  

3. Name the characters that are introduced in the first three chapters. 

     Ma, Pa, Peony, Pansy, Petunia, Max, lorry driver, cyclist. 

4. At what time of day does Max slip out of his garden? 

     He slips out at evening rush hour. 

5. On page 13, Max considers returning home. What stops him? 

     He was at the point of going home when he saw what he was looking  
     for. He saw humans safely crossing the road at a zebra crossing.  

6. What vehicle hits Max? 

     The lorry drives over him but it is the bicycle which hits him.  

7. How does Max feel after he has been hit and what impact does this have once he gets 
home?  

     Max has a headache after his accident. He also is unaware of what is  
     happening around him as it says ‘He remembered nothing of..’ when  
     his journey home is narrated. He is dazed and has to use his sense of  
     smell to struggle home. His thoughts and words are muddled   
     following his accident.  



  

Exploring Settings 

Two settings are described within the first three chapters of the book. 

Can you analyse the way that the road 
setting is described in Chapter 2? 

 
Go through Chapter 2 on previous slides, looking 

really carefully at how the road setting is presented 
to the reader. 

On the next slide is a sheet which will help look at 
detailed parts of the setting. You should note the 

features you find in your book. 



  



  

Answers 



  

Exploring Settings 

What did you find out about how the street setting  is described in Chapter 2? 

Descriptions of What Can Be Seen 

Cars and motorbikes, buses and lorries, 
their lights, street lamps, glaring lights, 
humans, shadows, row of shops, 
pavements and road, tall chequered pole 
with a flowing orange globe on top, striped 
lines on road. 

Descriptions of What Can Be Heard 

Sea of noise, traffic thundered past, a din, 
noisy monsters. 

Descriptions of What Can Be Felt 

Terrifyingly close it seemed to him, 
confused and dazzled, hammering heart, 
cautious. 

Adjectives to Describe the Atmosphere 

The atmosphere of a noisy, busy street 
with lights glaring is created through the 
use of adjectives to describe some of the 
things within the settings. E.g. Brightly lit, 
noisy. 

Descriptions of the Time of Day 

Dusk, evening, rush hour. 

Descriptions of the Weather 

No – there aren’t any. 

How do sentences vary in length and type? 

The sentences vary in length and start in 
different ways. Some questions are also 
included to show Max’s point of view. 

Answers 



Explain what a setting is 
to an adult. 

Reflection 

I’m exploring a different setting. If I 
described the sounds I could hear as owls 
hooting, wind rustling and branches 
creaking then what setting might I be in? 

Challenge yourself – What features should 
be included in a good setting description? 



   

Tuesday 12th May  

Setting description 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Success Criteria: 
 
• I am developing understanding of what 

makes a good setting description.   
• I can find features of setting description 

in an example. 
• I use a checklist to improve a setting 

description. 

Tuesday 12th May 2020 

LI: To improve a setting description. 



Yesterday we found out that settings are places 
that occur within books. They are often 
described in detail. This makes it interesting for 
the reader as they can really imagine that they 
are there. 

Here are the 
features which 
authors 
include when 
writing a good 
setting 
description. 



How to write a setting description 

Watch this video of Steve Backshaw changing images of a setting 
into descriptive writing  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2vpyrdqPA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2vpyrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2vpyrd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSwTlQNLqPA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2vpyrd


  

Improving a Description of a Setting 

Here is a made up description of the garden of Number 5A. 
Let’s use the checklist to evaluate it. How could it be improved?  

It was cold. The hedgehogs were 
huddled together in the 

flowerbed in the garden of 
Number 5A. Max looked around 

him. The flowers around him 
were beautiful. There were 

dahlias and roses. He felt happy 
to be with his family but he 

shivered with the cold. He felt 
that the earth beneath his paws 

was damp.  

Does this description… 

describe what can be seen? Yes 

describe what can be heard? No 

describe what can be felt? 

Feelings – he felt happy  
Sensory feelings – he felt 
the damp earth under his 
paws. 

use adjectives to describe 
atmosphere? 

No 

describe the time of day? No 

describe the weather? Yes 

use different types of 
sentences? 

Mostly short sentences. 
This could be improved. 

Yes 

No 

Feelings – he felt happy  
Sensory feelings – he felt 
the damp earth under his 
paws. 
 
No 

No 

Yes 

Mostly short sentences. 
This could be improved. 



  

Improving a Description of a Setting 

Here is a made up description of the garden of Number 5A. 
Let’s use the checklist to evaluate it. How could it be improved?  

It was cold. The hedgehogs were 
huddled together in the 

flowerbed in the garden of 
Number 5A. Max looked around 

him. The flowers around him 
were beautiful. There were 

dahlias and roses. He felt happy 
to be with his family but he 

shivered with the cold. He felt 
that the earth beneath his paws 

was damp.  

Does this description… 

describe what can be seen? Yes 

describe what can be heard? No 

describe what can be felt? 

Feelings – he felt happy  
Sensory feelings – he felt 
the damp earth under his 
paws. 

use adjectives to describe 
atmosphere? 

No 

describe the time of day? No 

describe the weather? Yes 

use different types of 
sentences? 

Mostly short sentences. 
This could be improved. 

Yes 

No 

Feelings – he felt happy  
Sensory feelings – he felt 
the damp earth under his 
paws. 
 
No 

No 

Yes 

Mostly short sentences. 
This could be improved. 

Answers 



  

Now It’s Your Turn 
 

Show that you understand how to write an effective story setting description by 
improving the piece of writing  on one of the following 2 slides. The first slide is 
easier than the second. You should copy the text into your book and add 
appropriate description to improve the setting description. 

What should be included in a 
good setting description. 



  

Easier task 



  

harder task 

Use the 
checklist to  
help you 
rewrite and 
insert setting 
description into 
the setting 
below 



Reflection 

How well do you 
think you did today? 

Look at the checklist. 
What was the hardest 

feature to include in the 
setting description? 

Which sentence 
from your writing 

today are you most 
pleased with and 

why? 



   

Wednesday 13th May  

Setting description 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Wednesday 13th May 2020 

LI: To plan an effective description of story settings.  

Success Criteria: 
 
• I can plan and write 

descriptions of story settings. 

• I can use a checklist to 

evaluate my description. 

• I can edit my work and 

evaluate my finished writing 

by using a checklist. 

Remember to write the date and LI in your book and underline it with a ruler. 



Read Chapters 4 and 5 of ‘The Hodgeheg’ by Dick King Smith. It will 
take you about 30 minutes. 





























  

Features of a Setting  

Which settings are described in the chapters you have read today? 

The road The Park 

Have your noticed the word Park is capitalised in the book? This is because, to the 
hedgehogs, it is a proper noun – it’s the name of the place. They probably don’t realise 

there are many parks in the world. 



  

Features of a Setting 
  

When writing a setting description, these are the things 
you should remember to do… 

• describe what can be seen; 

• describe what can be heard; 

• describe what can be felt; 

• use adjectives to describe atmosphere; 

• describe the time of day; 

• describe the weather; 

• use different types of sentences. 

Can you recall the things that a description of a setting should include? 



  

Planning a Description of the Park 

You will be writing your own description of the Park tomorrow. Today we shall plan it by 
using the park description from Hodgeheg as inspiration. 

You should use a combination of things 
that are mentioned in the text and your 

own ideas. 
 

Your task for today is to look very 
carefully at slides 48 to 51 and fill in 

details from the story by answering the 
questions. This should be done in your 

book as you will need it tomorrow. 





  

Planning a Description of the Park 

Use your imagination to add your own ideas for vocabulary about what Max might have 
seen, heard or felt in Park to the planning sheet. 

What time of day is it? 

Evening (full moon is out) 

What does Max see? 

Wide stretch of grass, Bandstand, fountain, 
Lily Pond, mice, snakes, Ornamental 
Gardens, frogs. 

Did you find these things in the text? 

What sounds can Max hear? 

Not traffic because ‘the noise and stink of 
the traffic were left behind’, splashing the 
water at the fountain, mice scuttling away 
from him being noisy, frog plopping in the 
Lily Pond. 

What emotions does he feel? 

Joyful – he cries “Hip, hip, roohay!”, 
curious – he was ‘shoving his snout into 
everything.’  



Reflection 

Which part of the 
story are you 

enjoying at the 
moment? 

Which setting would you 
prefer if you were a 

hedgehog? Explain why. 

If you could change 
anything about the 
story so far, what 

would it be? 

Can you name all the 
features of a good 
setting description 
without looking at 
previous slides? 



   

Thursday 14th May 2020 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Thursday 14th May 2020 

LI: To write an effective description of  a story setting.  

Success Criteria: 
 
• I can use my plan to write 

descriptions of story settings. 

• I can use a checklist to 

evaluate my description. 

• I can edit my work and 

evaluate my finished writing 

by using a checklist. 

Remember to write the date and LI in your book and underline it with a ruler. 



Yesterday we read chapters 4 and 5 of The 
Hodgeheg and then planned our own park 
setting. 

Today we are…  

1) Writing our own setting using the features of a 
good setting checklist to ensure we do not leave 
a feature out. 

2) Evaluating our setting by referring to the 
checklist. 

3) Improving our work by adding in missing 
features. 



Example of a setting description 

Write as if you are reporting on 
what you have seen previously. 
 
- Written in past tense 
- Use of adjectives - thick 
- Use of adverbs - peacefully 
- Use of senses (see hear, smell, 
taste, feel) – feel loneliness or see 
land stretching miles 



  

Now write your own description of the Park 

Did I… Child Friend Teacher 

Structure and Language 

describe what can be seen? 

describe what can be heard? 

describe what can be felt? 

use adjectives to describe 
atmosphere? 

describe the time of day? 

describe the weather? 

use different types of 
sentences? 

Structure and Language 

use capital letters, full stops, 
commas, ? and ! correctly? 

 use the checklist. 

After 20 minutes  
STOP AND REVIEW. 

Put a tick for the things 
you have included in your 

work and a dot for the 
things you still need to 

work on. 

 Then continue writing your 
description of the park 

Remember in the video Steve Brackshaw started by making notes of useful 
words and phrases and then combined these into sentences. 



  

Did I… Child Friend Teacher 

Structure and Language 

describe what can be seen? 

describe what can be heard? 

describe what can be felt? 

use adjectives to describe 
atmosphere? 

describe the time of day? 

describe the weather? 

use different types of 
sentences? 

Structure and Language 

use capital letters, full stops, 
commas, ? and ! correctly? 

Read your work and think 
about how it could be 

improved. 

Use a different coloured pen 
to make changes to your 

recount. 

Finally, look at your finished 
edited description of a setting 

and mark it using the 
checklist. Fill in the ‘Child’ 

column to indicate whether 
you have included the things 

listed.  

Improving Your Writing 



Reflection 

You should now have a 
good understanding of 

what  makes an effective 
description of a setting. 

Give yourself a score out 
of 10 for today’s work. 

Max found himself on 
the street again. Cars, 
lorries and motorbikes 
roared past him. Lights 
glared. He felt afraid 
but determined. He 
walked along the 
pavement. He saw lots 
of humans.  

Read the setting description in 
the yellow box and make a 
suggestion on how to improve 
it. 



   

Friday 15th May 2020 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Success Criteria: 

 

• I can use drama and 
evidence from the text to 
explore characters. 

• I look at differing 
descriptions of the same 
character.  

• I can use a checklist to 
help me write an effective 
character description. 

Friday 15th May 2020 
LI: To write an effective character description. 



  

What Does Pa Think of Uncle B? 

We shall read Chapters 6 and 7 of ‘The Hodgeheg’ by Dick 
King Smith. It will take about 25 minutes. 

While reading you could look  for the answers from the start of Chapter 6? 

1. What is meant by ‘full of himself and Munchimeat’? 

2. What does Pa think his neighbour has come to talk about when he first hears his 
voice? 

3. What does Pa think of Uncle B up previously? 



 



























  

What Does Pa Think of Uncle B? 

1. What is meant by ‘full of himself and Munchimeat’? 

2. What does Pa think his neighbour has come to talk about when he first hears his 
voice? 

3. What does Pa think of Uncle B up previously? 

     Pa is ‘full of himself’ because he is pleased with himself for acquiring a good  
     meal. He is full of Munchimeat because he has eaten all of his neighbour’s dog   
     food because the neighbour was not there when Pa went next door to explore. 

     He thinks he has come to complain (and perhaps start a fight) about Pa  
     stealing his dog food.  

     Pa doesn’t like the look of him. He thinks Uncle B is looking for a fight and he  
     thinks he is being nosy about what they are talking about as he growls at him  
     that it is a family matter.  

Answers 



  

What was his opinion of Pa? 

Ask yourself these questions. Pretend  THIS IS BEFORE Pa 
knows his neighbour well.  

How long have you known 
your neighbour? 

What do you think of 
your neighbour? 

What do you think your 
neighbour thinks of you, 

Pa? 

Do you think your 

neighbour knows 

you steal his food? 

Why have you 

never spoken to 

your neighbour 

before? 



  

Uncle B’s Actions, Thoughts and Feelings 

• He seems embarrassed when asked if he 
noticed anything strange about Max. 

• He helped Max by advising him how to get 
home.  

• He caught lots of food in the Park.  
• He knows Pa is stealing his dog food. (He 

looked at Pa with a glint in his eye when 
mentioning the subject.) 

• He came to visit 5A twice to ask about 
Max. 

• He is worried about Max. 
• He invited the hedgehogs to play in his 

garden.  
• He admires Max’s spirit. 

Uncle B’s Personality 

• Polite (He says, “Excuse me,” to Ma and Pa) 
• Helpful (He helped Max when he was lost) 
• Kind and aware of others’ feelings (He tells Ma 

and Pa to try not to worry) 
• Easy going (He doesn’t confront Pa about the 

missing dog food) 
• Lonely 
• Fond of children 
• Caring (He came to check on Max) 
• Wise (He advises Max on his research) 

What did we now know about Uncle B? 

Uncle B’s Background/Past 

• He lives alone in 5B.  
• He never married.  

Things Change 



  

Pretend that you are Pa for the rest of the lesson. You will now be 
thinking and answering as if you are Pa. 
 
You will be writing a character description of Uncle B from Pa’s point of 
view. You will need to describe what Uncle B is like. 

A Character Description  

Here is a checklist for things to include when writing a character description. 

A character description… 

describes the character’s appearance; 

describes the character’s background/past; 

describes the character’s actions, thoughts and feelings; 

describes the character’s personality. 



  

Here is a description which Pa wrote about Uncle B before he knew him well. 
Can you see the features from the checklist in this description? 

A Character Description  

use different words for ‘said’ to explain 
how the speaker is speaking 

use adverbs to explain how the speaker 
is speaking 

explain what is going on in the 
background 

explain what the speaker is doing 

use different words for ‘said’ to explain 
how the speaker is speaking 

use adverbs to explain how the speaker 
is speaking 

explain what is going on in the 
background 

explain what the speaker is doing 

The hedgehog from next door hasn’t always lived there. He 
appeared one day and that was that. He has been our 
neighbour ever since. We once thought there was a family 
of hedgehogs living there but he lives alone in that garden 
and since the new people moved into that house, he has 
lived like a king. They put out dog food for him. He is a very 
happy looking hedgehog – well wouldn’t you be if you were 
scoffing down dog food every day? He is about my age I’d 
say and is in good health. He has good strong, light brown 
spines and quite a pointed snout.  
 
He isn’t particularly friendly. Well he keeps himself to 
himself anyway. I’m pretty sure he doesn’t like me. I think 
he knows that it’s me who eats his dog food when he isn’t 
there. He always gives me funny looks.  

The hedgehog from next door hasn’t always lived there. He 
appeared one day and that was that. He has been our 
neighbour ever since. We once thought there was a family 
of hedgehogs living there but he lives alone in that garden 
and since the new people moved into that house, he has 
lived like a king. They put out dog food for him. He is a very 
happy looking hedgehog – well wouldn’t you be if you were 
scoffing down dog food every day? He is about my age I’d 
say and is in good health. He has good strong, light brown 
spines and quite a pointed snout.  
 
He isn’t particularly friendly. Well he keeps himself to 
himself anyway. I’m pretty sure he doesn’t like me. I think 
he knows that it’s me who eats his dog food when he isn’t 
there. He always gives me funny looks.  



  

You will now be writing a description of Uncle B. You will be writing as if you are Pa 
once he gets to know his neighbour. You have a checklist below to help you include 

the features of a character description. 

I have given you help on the next slide to help you structure your character description. 
Remember, if stuck then look back one slide where we looked at a character description of 

Pa BEFORE he knew him well. 



To help you I have given you 5 sentence starters or topic prompts and then 
included a word bank for each part. If you answer each of the 5 prompts, 
written in a paragraph, then you would have written a character description. 



  

Read your description through. 

Checking Your Work 

On the checklist shown on 
your activity sheet, tick 
the features you have 
included and put a dot 

next to the ones that are 
not included. 

 
Underline any expanded 
noun phrases you have 

used in your work using a 
coloured pen.  

Did I… Child Friend Teacher 

Structure and Language 

describe the character’s appearance? 

describe the character’s background/past? 

describe the character’s actions, thoughts and 
feelings? 

describe the character’s personality? 

Structure and Language 

include expanded noun phrases? 

Use capital letters, full stops, commas, ? and ! 
correctly? 



How did we do today? 

Congratulations on completing another week of home learning. I’m hoping 
that we shall see each other again soon. Until then – Stay safe.  

Next week we shall work on story writing. 


