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Monday 18th May  



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Success Criteria: 
 

• I can identify when characters are 
speaking. 

• I can scan through the text looking for 
speech.  

• I can discuss and use the punctuation 
used to indicate direct speech 

Monday 18th May 2020 

LI: To use inverted commas and other punctuation to 

show direct speech. 



Today we will finish the last 2 
chapters of The Hodgeheg. 

Can you remember what 
has happened so far? 
 
 
What events have made 
you smile? 
 
 
Why is the book titled 
Hogeheg and not 
Hedgehog? 
 
 
What does Max really 
want to find out? 
 

Reading these 
chapters 
today will be 
your reading 
exercise for 
the day. If you 
want to do 
more then 
please see 
Monday on 
the reading 
PowerPoint.  



  

During this lesson, we will be exploring the rules for using inverted commas 
when writing dialogue. 

Exploring Direct Speech 

While reading  chapters 8 and 9, 
look for any incidences of direct 

speech being used. HINT scan for 
the inverted commas in the air. 

Sometimes they can have single or 
paired marks so ‘hello’ or “hello” 

Direct speech is when a writer reports 
the exact words spoken by a character 

and uses inverted commas. 
 

 Record your observations in your book 
using the prompts on the next slide to 
help you. We shall go through what we 

have found out after the chapters. 

You may have heard of Inverted 
commas being called speech 

marks or sixty sixes and ninety 
nines. They are all the same 

thing. 



 























What can you remember about how to write 
direct speech? 

Where do the inverted commas go? 
What happens when someone new talks? 

When do I use a comma or a full stop? 
What are speech verbs? 



  

How many did you get?  

Did you discover any of the rules below 
for using direct speech? 

All spoken words are enclosed in inverted commas. 

All non-spoken words are outside the inverted commas. 

Only punctuation that is part of the direct speech should go inside inverted commas.  

If the end of the direct speech falls at the end of the sentence, only one punctuation mark is 
needed. 

The break between speech and non-spoken words is normally signalled by a comma. 

Always use a comma after the speech verb if it comes before direct speech. 

If the speech verb comes before direct speech, then start the direct speech with a capital 
letter. 



  

The reporting clause can be placed at the beginning, in the middle  or at the end of a 
sentence. First we shall look at when the speech verb is at the start or end of a sentence. 

Let’s look closely at the punctuation. 

When a sentence using direct speech is split by a speech verb (said, shouted etc.), there 
should be one comma inside the inverted commas at the end of the first part of direct 

speech and a comma outside the inverted commas, after the speech verb.  

“But they must cross somewhere,” said Max. 
Max said, “But they must cross somewhere.” 

comma after speech verb 

“They’re safe,” said Max to himself, “because the noisy monsters aren’t allowed up here!” 

1st comma inside the 
inverted commas 

lower case letter only because 
his speech has been split into 

two sections 

2nd comma before the 
inverted commas and 
after the speech verb 

capital letter at the start of the spoken part 



  

Imagine that you are one of the hedgehogs  who crossed the road with the lollipop lady.  

Imagine Your surprise and happiness 

What would you say when 
you finally arrived across the 

road and into the Park? 

TASK - Write one example in your book like mine. 
 

Pansy squealed, ‘I can not believe it, Max you are my hero.’ 
Or 

‘I can not believe it, Max you are my hero,’ squealed Pansy. 
Or  

‘I can not believe it,’ squealed Pansy, ‘you are my hero.’ 

I can not believe 
it, Max you are 
my hero. 

Look closely at my 
punctuation in the 3 
examples – it depends 
whether the speech verb is 
at the start, end or middle 
to where the commas go. 



  

Your turn to add the correct punctuation to these 
sentences containing direct speech. Write these in 

your book please. 



  

Be the teacher. 
1) How well did you do? Using a coloured pencil mark any corrections on your work. 
2) Write a comment to yourself being positive but also comment on what to do next 

time, or advice on what to remember, if mistakes have been made in places. 

Answers 



Can you remember any of 
the rules when using direct 
speech? Look back at what 
you spotted when reading 
the chapters today. 

Reflection 

Which part of today’s lesson did you find 
the trickiest? 

Challenge yourself – How many different 
speech verbs for said can you think of? 
Example – wailed, mumbled, whispered 



   

Tuesday 19th May  



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Success Criteria: 
 
• I can revise knowledge for what makes 

effective dialogue writing. 
• I can explore synonyms for said. 
• I can develop a character to take part in a 

dialogue. 
 

Tuesday 19th May 2020 

LI: To develop a character profile. 





  

Revising the Rules for Direct Speech 

What rules for writing using direct speech can you remember from the last session? 
Note them down on your whiteboard. 

All spoken words are enclosed in inverted commas. 

All non-spoken words are outside the inverted commas. 

Only punctuation that is part of the direct speech should go inside inverted commas.  

If the end of the direct speech falls at the end of the sentence, only one punctuation mark is 
needed. 

The break between speech and non-spoken words is normally signalled by a comma. 

Always use a comma after the speech verb if it comes before direct speech. 

If the speech verb comes before direct speech, then start the direct speech with a capital 
letter. 



  

The reporting clause can be placed at the beginning, in the middle                               or at 
the end of a sentence. 

When a sentence using direct speech is split by a speech verb (said, shouted etc.), there 
should be one comma inside the inverted commas at the end of the first part of direct 

speech and a comma outside the inverted commas, after the speech verb.  

“But they must cross somewhere,” said Max. 
Max said, “But they must cross somewhere.” 

comma after speech verb 

“They’re safe,” said Max to himself, “because the noisy monsters aren’t allowed up here!” 

1st comma inside the 
inverted commas 

lower case letter 2nd comma before the 
inverted commas and 
after the speech verb 

Revising the Rules for Direct Speech 



  



  

Can you tell your talk partner where the mistakes are in this passage? 

Spot the Mistake 

“What was your favourite bit about the park”? Pansy asked Ma. 

“I loved the flowers” replied Ma. “They were beautiful. How about you, Pansy”? “I loved 

hunting,” said Pansy. “I caught so many worms. I’m so full now.” Pa said “you can’t be as 

full as me! I’m stuffed!” 

“What was your favourite bit about the park?” Pansy asked Ma. 

“I loved the flowers,” replied Ma. “They were beautiful. How about you, Pansy?” “I loved 

hunting,” said Pansy. “I caught so many worms. I’m so full now.”  

Pa said, “You can’t be as full as me! I’m stuffed!” 

The question mark should be inside the inverted.  

Capital letter for the start 
of direct speech following 

a speech verb.  
Comma after the speech verb 

before direct speech. 
New line for a 
new speaker. 

Commas. 



  

When you are writing a dialogue, it can get a little boring if the word ‘said’ is overused. 
What other words for ‘said’ could you use? 

Synonyms for Said 

A synonym is a word that has                
the same (or nearly the same) meaning 
as another word in the same language. 

Use a thesaurus to find synonyms for 
said.  Write down a few that you have 

found. 
 

https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/sai
d?s=t 

 

https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/said?s=t
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/said?s=t
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/said?s=t


  

What synonyms did you find? 

Synonyms for Said 

murmured sighed whispered mumbled 

muttered yelled roared 

bellowed cried screamed shouted 

called asked answered 

replied responded announced 



  



  

Adverbs can also be used to liven up a piece of dialogue writing. 

Adverbs to Describe Speech 

Adverbs tell the reader more about the verb. 
Which is the adverb in this sentence? 

“I saw a massive snake in the Park,” 
said Pansy proudly. 

The adverb is ‘proudly.’ It tells us 
how Pansy said the sentence. 



  



  

“What a lovely day we have had!”  said 
Ma. 

 Make suggestions on how you would improve these sentences by adding in adverbs 
and/or synonyms for said?  

Adverbs to Describe Speech 

“I’m glad we didn’t get run over,”         said 
Uncle B. 

“I’m glad we didn’t get run over,” smiled 
Uncle B quietly.  

“What a lovely day we have had!” 
enthused Ma cheerfully. 

You could change this to…. You could change this to…. 



  

Look at the hedgehog below. Think whether this hedgehog is cheeky, smart, clumsy etc. 
What do they like to do? Can they sew, sing or have other talents? What is their name?. 

Your Hedgehog 

You will be writing a dialogue starring 
this hedgehog tomorrow but, firstly you 

need to develop some character 
information about your hedgehog.  

In your book write the answers to the 
questions the following slide. You may 

want to keep flipping back and forwards 
to this slide to think carefully about 

what you believe bests suits the 
picture.  



  

Your 1st hedgehog –character profile 



  

Now that you have created a new hedgehog character we shall use this in our writing 
tomorrow. In the next lesson we shall write the dialogue (conversation) between two 

hedgehogs.  

Your hedgehog’s friend and exploring companion 

You can either create another 
hedgehog character profile for this 

pictured hedgehog OR you can ask a 
family member for their answers to 
the questions on the previous slide 

while looking at this picture. 



  

Your 2nd hedgehog –character profile 



Reflection 

Which part of your character 
profiles are you most happy with? 

Can you remember any 
synonyms for said? Why 

should you not use said all 
the time? 

What adventure do you think 
we might make our two 

hedgehogs have tomorrow?  

Why should we 
include adverbs 
occasionally in 

our writing? 



   

Wednesday 20th May  

Acting out dialogue between two 
characters 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Wednesday 20th May 2020 

LI: plan a descriptive dialogue.  

Success Criteria: 

 

• I can use drama to develop a 

dialogue. 

• I can explore how using 

synonyms for ‘said’ and 

including adverbs can make 

dialogues more interesting. 

• I can use a checklist to help 

me plan a descriptive 

dialogue. 

Remember to write the date and LI in your book and underline it with a ruler. 



What you need today…. 

Look around your home for… 
• A cup  
•  2 fairly small objects that could represent the 2 

hedgehogs you wrote about yesterday. The objects 
can be anything you like but you will be moving 
them around acting out a scene. 

Ideas of objects- 2 blocks of Lego, 2 bottle lids, 2 blobs of blue tac, 2 cans of 
deodorant 



  

Imagine that your 2 hedgehogs have found their way into a children’s playground. 

Hedgehogs on Stage 

They find the play equipment very interesting but sadly one of 
your hedgehogs gets his head stuck in a cup. Although the 
other hedgehog tries to help him, he really can’t get it off. 

Act out this scenario with your hedgehog models from the 
moment they arrive in the playground to after the problem is 
solved. Think about what they are saying to each other and 
how. Who suggests going to the playground and why? What 

does the playground look like? 

REPEAT ACTING THIS OUT 3 TIMES SO YOU GET A 
GOOD IDEA OF WHAT THEY DO AND SAY TO EACH 

OTHER. 



  

You will be writing a descriptive dialogue about the situation  your hedgehogs just acted 
out. 

Descriptive Dialogue 

Here are the things you need to include when writing a descriptive dialogue. 

A character description… 

describes the character’s appearance; 

describes the character’s background/past; 

describes the character’s actions, thoughts and 
feelings; 

describes the character’s personality. 



  

use different words for ‘said’ to explain 
how the speaker is speaking 

use adverbs to explain how the speaker 
is speaking 

explain what is going on in the 
background 

explain what the speaker is doing 

Can you see these structure and language features in this passage? 

Descriptive Dialogue 

“That looks interesting,” remarked Colin as he spotted 
something in the flowerbeds. 
 
“What’s that?” asked Nicky. She watched as he darted 
quickly over to what seemed to be a cup. 
 
“I bet there’s still some ice cream in here,” commented 
Colin hopefully, as he pushed his long snout into the cup. 
 
Nicky gazed over at where the children were still playing 
noisily on the play equipment. It was getting late and she 
thought they would be heading home soon. Her thoughts 
were interrupted by a very loud squealing sound. “Help!” 
yelled Colin fearfully.  

“That looks interesting,” remarked Colin as he spotted 
something in the flowerbeds. 
 
“What’s that?” asked Nicky. She watched as he darted 
quickly over to what seemed to be a cup. 
 
“I bet there’s still some ice cream in here,” commented 
Colin hopefully, as he pushed his long snout into the cup. 
 
Nicky gazed over at where the children were still playing 
noisily on the play equipment. It was getting late and she 
thought they would be heading home soon. Her thoughts 
were interrupted by a very loud squealing sound. “Help!” 
yelled Colin fearfully.  

use different words for ‘said’ to explain 
how the speaker is speaking 

use adverbs to explain how the speaker 
is speaking 

explain what is going on in the 
background 

explain what the speaker is doing 



  

You should now plan your descriptive dialogue using the  next 7 ideas  and vocabulary boxes to help you. 
Write these answers in your books. You will need them tomorrow. 

Planning a Descriptive Dialogue 

1) 

2) 

3) 



  

Planning a Descriptive Dialogue 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 



Reflection 

Look at your 
plan so far. 

Do you think 
you have or 
will be able 
to include 

these 
features 

tomorrow? 



   

Thursday 21st May 2020 
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Thursday 21st May 2020 

LI: To write an effective descriptive dialogue.  

Success Criteria: 
 
• I can suggest fronted 

adverbials to include in a 

descriptive dialogue. 

• I can use a checklist to help 

me write an effective 

descriptive dialogue. 

• I use the correct direct speech 

punctuation 

Remember to write the date and LI in your book and underline it with a ruler. 



  

In the last lesson, we discussed how you will use adverbs to make your                  
descriptive dialogue more interesting for the reader. 

Let’s explore using fronted adverbials in 
a descriptive dialogue. 

 
You might just use one word                    

at the start of a sentence to  describe 
the verb. 

Fronted Adverbials 

E.g. Furiously, Colin muttered, “I can’t believe 
these things always happen to me!” 

E.g. With a look of fury in his eyes, Colin 
muttered, “I can’t believe these things always 

happen to me!” 

We place a comma after  a fronted 
adverbial. 



  

Which Would Work? 
Some of these fronted adverbials won’t fit in to our descriptive dialogues but some of them 

will do. 
Take a few moments to work out which of the fronted adverbials may be useful to you when 

you write your descriptive dialogues.  



  

Which fronted adverbials from the adverbial mat could be used in the following 
sentences. You can also suggest ideas of your own. 

Which Would Work? 

………………………., Colin grunted, “I bet I will be stuck here forever.” 

……………………, Nicky whispered, “I’m sure we will sort you out.” 



  

use different words for ‘said’ to explain 
how the speaker is speaking 

use adverbs to explain how the speaker 
is speaking 

explain what is going on in the 
background 

explain what the speaker is doing 

Can you see these structure and language features in this passage? 

Reminder of descriptive dialogue key 
features and example of what is expected. 

“That looks interesting,” remarked Colin as he spotted 
something in the flowerbeds. 
 
“What’s that?” asked Nicky. She watched as he darted 
quickly over to what seemed to be a cup. 
 
“I bet there’s still some ice cream in here,” commented 
Colin hopefully, as he pushed his long snout into the cup. 
 
Nicky gazed over at where the children were still playing 
noisily on the play equipment. It was getting late and she 
thought they would be heading home soon. Her thoughts 
were interrupted by a very loud squealing sound. “Help!” 
yelled Colin fearfully.  

“That looks interesting,” remarked Colin as he spotted 
something in the flowerbeds. 
 
“What’s that?” asked Nicky. She watched as he darted 
quickly over to what seemed to be a cup. 
 
“I bet there’s still some ice cream in here,” commented 
Colin hopefully, as he pushed his long snout into the cup. 
 
Nicky gazed over at where the children were still playing 
noisily on the play equipment. It was getting late and she 
thought they would be heading home soon. Her thoughts 
were interrupted by a very loud squealing sound. “Help!” 
yelled Colin fearfully.  

use different words for ‘said’ to explain 
how the speaker is speaking 

use adverbs to explain how the speaker 
is speaking 

explain what is going on in the 
background 

explain what the speaker is doing 



  

The reporting clause can be placed at the beginning, in the middle  or at the end of a 
sentence. First we shall look at when the speech verb is at the start or end of a sentence. 

Reminder of Monday’s direct speech punctuation. You can 
always go back to Monday’s slides to check your understanding 

of punctuation needed today. 

When a sentence using direct speech is split by a speech verb (said, shouted etc.), there 
should be one comma inside the inverted commas at the end of the first part of direct 

speech and a comma outside the inverted commas, after the speech verb.  

“But they must cross somewhere,” said Max. 
Max said, “But they must cross somewhere.” 

comma after speech verb 

“They’re safe,” said Max to himself, “because the noisy monsters aren’t allowed up here!” 

1st comma inside the 
inverted commas 

lower case letter only because 
his speech has been split into 

two sections 

2nd comma before the 
inverted commas and 
after the speech verb 

capital letter at the start of the spoken part 



  

Take some time to look over your 
planning sheet from the last lesson and 
the descriptive dialogue checklist and 
the previous slides which shows the 

example of the quality which is 
expected before you start to write your 

descriptive dialogue. 

Writing Your Descriptive Dialogue 

Your task is to write the dialogue 
between your two hedgehogs using the 

7 ideas you planned yesterday. It will 
take you a while so don’t worry if it is 
not finished today as you can always 

finish using the time from tomorrow ‘s 
lesson. Quality sentence construction 
with appropriate punctuation is very 

important and will take time. 



Reflection 

Which features of 
descriptive dialogue 
can you tick off the 

checklist? Look back 
now. 

What advice would you 
give yourself? 

If you could change 
anything about the 

dialogue so far, what 
would it be? 

Can you name all the 
features of a good 

descriptive dialogue 
without looking at 
previous slides? 



   

Friday 22nd May 2020 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning 

 

 

Success Criteria: 

 

• I can plan a descriptive dialogue. 

• I can use what I know about descriptive 
dialogues to help me write. 

• I can show the features of a descriptive 
dialogue in my writing. 

• I can check my writing. 

Friday 22nd May 2020 
LI: To continue to write an effective descriptive dialogue 
OR 
LI: To independently apply knowledge of dialogue and 
character description to my own ideas. 
 



What are we doing today? 

1. If you have not finished yesterdays task of writing 
the descriptive dialogue for the two hedgehogs 

using ALL 7 prompts  then continue with this and 
write the top LI from the previous slide. 

2. If you finished yesterday then write the bottom LI. 
You today are going to use what you have learnt in 

the last 2 weeks on character description and 
speech to write your own story about tortoises 

this time. 



  

The Big Challenge 

You are going to write a descriptive dialogue involving two tortoises.  

One of the tortoises gets himself trapped in a hole 
in a fence in their garden. 

 
The other tortoise tries to help the first tortoise. 

 
You will need to develop ideas for the characters 

and think about how to describe the setting of the 
garden. The main focus of this piece of writing will 

be the dialogue between the two characters. 

You are already prepared to do this from the work you have completed when writing a 
descriptive dialogue about the hedgehog characters you created.  



  

The Big Plan 

Spend 10 minutes making a brief plan in your book thinking of the questions below. It will 
be similar to your hedgehog descriptive dialogue plan but with some changes of 

describing characters and setting. 

Describing the characters: 
 
 

Describing the setting: 
 
 

Describing the action: 
 
 

Describing the dialogue: 
 
 

How will the situation be resolved? 



  

Recap pages 



  

Your task for today is on the next slide. Do not panic! Read it through a few times to 
understand what to do – I believe in you.  

Recap pages 



  

The Big Challenge 

You are going to write a descriptive dialogue involving two tortoises.  

One of the tortoises gets himself trapped in a hole 
in a fence in their garden. 

 
The other tortoise tries to help the first tortoise. 

 
You will need to develop ideas for the characters 

and think about how to describe the setting of the 
garden. The main focus of this piece of writing will 

be the dialogue between the two characters. 

You are already prepared to do this from the work you have completed when writing a 
descriptive dialogue about the hedgehog characters you created – IT IS VERY SIMILAR SO 

YOU KNOW YOU CAN DO THIS!!! Practice makes perfect . 



Reflection 

You should now have a 
good understanding of 

what  makes an effective 
descriptive dialogue. 

Give yourself a score out 
of 10 for today’s work. 

Look through your work and check 
for:  

 
• perfect punctuation and spelling 

 
• great vocabulary 

 
• how your descriptive dialogue 

shows that it is a descriptive 
dialogue 
 

• how it reminds you of the 
descriptive dialogues you worked 
on when you worked on ‘The 
Hodgeheg’ series. 


