
Weekly English



Literacy week 
beginning 27th

April

Biographies



Monday
Features



Biographies…

• Over the next two weeks, we will 
be working towards writing a 
biography of Roald Dahl.



Useful websites for 
writing biographies.

• https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-biography-
and-autobiography

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articl
es/zgfhcj6

• https://www.literacywagoll.com/biographies.html

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-biography-and-autobiography
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zgfhcj6
https://www.literacywagoll.com/biographies.html


Biographies - Features

• Written in formal language

• Use of compound and complex sentences, 
containing connectives

• Written in the past tense and usually written in 
chronological order (in time order)

• Text split up into paragraphs (usually each 
paragraph will detail the events of each part of the 
person's life, for example: one paragraph to 
explain their childhood, one to explain their early 
adulthood etc.)

• Dates included so that the reader knows what 
happened and when

• Phrases such as: 'It is believed', 'It was thought', 
'Many people claimed', 'There was a rumour that' 
etc. to show that history is based on stories that 
have been passed on over many years and some 
things cannot be stated as facts

• Pictures and captions

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-simple-compound-and-complex-sentences-0
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-connectives
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-paragraph


Past tense

Paragraphs

Dates

Facts V opinions

She lived in London/He went to school in Wales/She worked in a bank

In 1965 she gave birth to twin boys V Some people think that he was the 

best looking by in school.

He was born on January 7th 1975/She married Tom Brown on the 24th of July 1988

Introduction, separate paragraphs for each section of life (childhood, 
school, jobs etc, then a concluding paragraph to sum up.

Fact Opinion



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/z3wgqhv

Click on the link and take the fact or opinion quiz

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/z3wgqhv


Example biography:
Look at the biography on the next two slides and see if you can find the features

Past tense

Paragraphs

Dates

Facts and opinions



Usain Bolt – A biography
Usain Saint Leo Bolt was born on the 21st of August 
1986 in Sherwood Content, a small town in Trelawny, 
Jamaica.  He is a World and Olympic champion sprinter
and many people believe he is the fastest person ever, 
which has earned  him the nickname ‘Lightning Bolt’!

Usain Bolt grew up with his parents, Wellesley and 
Jennifer Bolt, his brother Sadiki and his sister 
Sherine. His parents ran the local grocery store. Bolt’s 
family attended the local Catholic church and even 
today he still makes the sign of the cross before all of 
his major events. As a boy all of Bolt’s free time was 
spent playing cricket and football in the street with his 
brother. He was sports mad!

As a child, Bolt attended Waldensia Primary, where he 
first began to show his sprinting potential, running in 
the annual, national primary-schools' meeting for his 
area.  By the age of twelve, Bolt had become the 
school's fastest runner over 100 metres. Usain’s 
father, Wellesley put his speed down to ‘Yam Power’! 
(Yams are an important part of the Jamaican diet.)

Bolt went William Knibb Memorial High School, where 
he still enjoyed playing team sports, but he was such a 
fast sprinter his teachers encouraged him to try track 
and field events. The school had a history of success in 
athletics with past students, so he was in good hands, 
winning his first medal, silver, in the high school 
championships in 2001. Bolt was so good that a former 
Olympic sprinter, Pablo McNeil decided to train him. 
(This meant he would become his coach.)  Bolt usually 
trained hard but Pablo was sometimes annoyed by Bolt's 
practical jokes!

At the age of 15, Bolt took part in the 2002 World Junior 
Championships in Kingston, Jamaica, where he won the 
200-metre race. This made him the youngest world-
junior gold medallist ever. 
In 2005 Bolt got a new coach, Glenn Mills. This was the 
year he also reached the world Top 5 rankings. However 
he was prevented from further success by a recurring 
hamstring injury.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trelawny_Parish,_Jamaica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sprint_(running)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricket_(sport)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/100_metres
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Knibb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inter-Secondary_Schools_Boys_and_Girls_Championships


Then, in 2007 Bolt got his big chance. He broke the 
Jamaican 200-metre record and earned two silver 
medals at the World Championship in Osaka, Japan. Bolt 
decided he really could achieve success as a sprinter and 
began to take his career more seriously. He qualified for 
the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, China and went 
on to win gold in both the 100 and 200 metre events -
even breaking a world record in the 100metre final, 
winning in 9.69 seconds!  Bolt achieved a third gold 
medal in Beijing as part of the Jamaican relay team.

Usain Bolt went on to defend all of his Olympic gold 
medals during the 2012 Summer Olympic Games in 
London. This included beating his own record for the 
100metres, running it this time, in 9.63 seconds! Bolt is 
the first man to win both the 100 and 200 metres in 
consecutive Olympic Games. He is also the first man in 
history to set three world records in a single Olympic 
Games competition!

Despite his dedication to running, Bolt still enjoys cricket 
and football and sometimes talks about taking up one of 
these sports when he retires from running. He is a big 
fan of Manchester United. Bolt’s other interests include 
music, especially reggae – once acting as a DJ to a large 
party in Paris. He also enjoys video games. His particular 
favourite is Call of Duty which he plays online. Whatever 
the future holds for Usain Bolt, you can bet it won’t be 
boring. He is, in his own words, ‘a living legend’ and with 
him anything could happen!



Biographies – Examples of the Features

• What examples of the 
features did you find?

Past tense

Paragraphs – How did you know 
when a new paragraph started?

Dates

Facts and opinions



Tuesday
Paragraphs



Paragraphs



Identify the subject…

• Look through the Usain Bolt Biography 
again from yesterday and identify the subject 
or purpose or each paragraph.

• e.g. Paragraph one introduces the person 
(Usain Bolt) and gives the very basic details 
about him – he’s Jamaican,  he was born in 
1986 and what he does – a sprinter.



Identify the 
subject of each 
paragraph.

• Paragraph 1 introduces…

• Paragraph 2 tells us …

• Paragraph 3 explains …

• Paragraph 4 describes …

• Paragraph 5 explains …

• Paragraph 6 tells us …

• Paragraph 7 describes …

• Paragraph 8 sums up all ….



Wednesday
Plan a Biography



• Introduce your person
• Childhood
• Education – best subjects/childhood interests
• Jobs
• Adult interests
• Relationships – marriages?
• Children
• Achievements
• What is so special about them

Who could you write a biography about?

Pick a family member and research their life. This could be someone you live 
with, or you may wish to call one of your relatives.

Remember your paragraphs…

Just write 
notes!



For example:

Great Aunty Mable:

Born Feb 27th 1947 in Woolwich

Had 3 brothers,  Fred, Author, and Paul

Went to Henry Melish School and was really good at Maths and art

Left school at sixteen and started work in a bank

Met John Smith and was married on June 8th 1970

Gave birth to twin girls on December 15th 1971

Stayed at home until 1982 then went back to work in the same bank

Studied art at night-school and loves going on holiday Spain

Retired 2007 and awarded most loyal employee (worker)



Thursday

Write a Biography



Look back at your notes 
from yesterday

Today, write a 
biography of the 
family member you 
researched yesterday.

Remember to:

• Write in the past tense (the 
events have already happened)

• Write in the third person (they, 
he, she…)

• Use formal language, no slang or 
street language, and NOT too 
friendly

• Use paragraphs to separate the 
different parts of their life

• Include dates

• Add facts and opinions (just not 
yours!)



Example using my notes from yesterday – look 
at how the facts have been made into full sentences.
Mable Stevenson entered the world on the 27th of February 1947. Proud mum, Doris, and dad, Ken, 
brought her home to their small neat house near the centre of Woolwich, London, where she joined her 
older brothers  Fred, Author, and Paul.

Life was hard for little Mable growing up with three older brothers and she was glad to finally go to school 
and make new friends. Marble excelled in Maths and Art at Henry Melish school and at the age of 15 she 
won the schools maths prize.

On leaving school at sixteen, Mable found employment at the Dover Street branch of the Woolwich back 
were she worked as a cashier.  It was while working there that she met the love of her life, John Smith and 
the happy couple tied the knot on June 8th 1970 at St. Peter’s church Woolwich.

By 1971, Mable was pregnant and gave birth to twin girls on December 15th 1971. The happy parent 
named their daughters Emily and Stacey. Marble quickly showed that she was a great mother teaching 
them great cooking and artistic skills. 

With the girls  packed off to secondary school, Marble returned to work in 1982 at the same branch of the 
Woolwich bank, where she rose to become the branch manager before retiring in 2007 with a long service 
award.



Now use YOUR notes from yesterday –

Remember to:

• Write in the past tense (the events have already happened)

• Write in the third person (they, he, she…)

• Use formal language, no slang or street language, and NOT too 
friendly

• Use paragraphs to separate the different parts of their life

• Include dates

• Add facts and opinions (just not yours!)



Friday
Present a Biography



First – read your biography to 
someone who  know the person you 
wrote about. Do they recognise the 

person? Do they agree with the 
opinions included? (Would Usain 
Bolt’s brother agree that he is the 

best sprinter of all time?)

Second – read your biography to the 
person you wrote about. How do 

they feel about it? Did they enjoy it? 


